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In this
issue...

The PHJC Congregation Elects a 
New General Leadership Team

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
held their General Chapter from April 
15 through May 4, 2007 in Dernbach, 
Germany.  When in session, General 
Chapter is the highest authority of the 
congregation.  American Sisters along 
with Poor Handmaids from England, 
the Netherlands, India, and Germany 
were delegates representing the 
different countries.

The General Chapter responsibilities 
include decision-making for the future 
direction of the congregation and also 
the election of a new Leadership Team.  
On May 1, General Chapter elected 
Sister Jolise May as General Superior 
of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
Congregation.  Sister Jolise was born 
in Chicago, Illinois and has served in 
many ministries in Indiana, Illinois 
and Mexico.  She was Provincial of the 
American Province from 1997-2005 

and currently is the Director of Cathe-
rine’s Cottage in Donaldson, Indiana.

On May 3, the delegates elected Sisters 
Christiane Humpert from Germany, Sis-
ter Gonzalo Vakasseril and Sister Flora 
Vedamuthu from India, as General Lead-
ership councilors who will serve the six-
year term with Sister Jolise in Germany.  
They will take office in July 2007.

The newly elected team stated, “We 
are very happy with the results of 
the election.  We, as the new General 
Leadership Team, were given clear 
directions from the General Chapter that 
will move us into the future.  We are 
grateful for the trust placed in us and 
that the General Chapter recognized the 
internationality of the congregation.”

-	 Julie	Dowd,	Communications	Director
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We Love Getting Mail
We welcome your comments and suggestions  

about Word Gathering.  If you would like to  
contact us, please send your thoughts to:

Word Gathering, 
P.O. Box 1,  Donaldson, IN 46513

~or~
E-mail: julied@poorhandmaids.org

Catherine Kasper Life Center

Designs for Aging
Designs for Aging: That’s the title that Dodd Kattman, 
AIA, architect of Catherine’s Cottage, is giving to his 
promotional material for people interested in looking 
at different ways to support wellness for senior living.  
Catherine’s Cottage has been and continues to be 
a showplace to demonstrate that one can construct 
a building that offers supportive memory care in a 
home-like environment while promoting the individual 
as well as maintaining a sense of community. 

Dodd and Sister Jolise descended upon Indianapolis, 
Indiana on March 13, 2007 to do a breakout 
presentation at the Indiana Association of Homes and 
Services for the Aging Regional Conference.  The 
purpose of the presentation was to share our success 
story and our expertise in improving services for the 
aging population.  Dodd highlighted the architectural 
advantages of such a place as Catherine’s Cottage: 
the spaces of privacy and solace, spaces for group 
gatherings, private outdoor porches, a protected 
courtyard, and a common solarium.  Sister Jolise 
presented the mission, vision and values of the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ as the driving forces of 
bringing the dream of Catherine’s Cottage to reality.  
Using a PowerPoint presentation, the audience was 
able to see by way of graphs the results of comparative 
assessments of the residents.

Unable to accompany us to Indianapolis, Patricia 
Bawcum, RN, MSN, played a central role in the 
concept development of Catherine’s Cottage and 

dedicated herself to objective understanding of the 
impact living at the Cottage had on the residents.  
All thirteen Sisters were interviewed and assessed 
before moving into the cottage and again six months 
following their transition.  Analysis included 
dementia, depression, functional capacity, and 
resident’s stated sense of life satisfaction.

The results of the six-month study showed:
• Satisfaction with life increased dramatically
• Loss of dignity decreased dramatically
• Level of energy remained somewhat constant
• Functional capacity increased
• Engagement and productivity increased    
 dramatically
• Successful aging increased
• Morale increased

Our study demonstrated that small scale, home-like 
care settings, such as Catherine’s Cottage, do increase 
the quality of life for senior residents.  While most 
seniors would expect a decline in function as they age, 
the residents at Catherine’s Cottage experienced just 
the opposite, many improved in areas of physical and 
psychosocial capacities.  We were also able to show 
through financial pro formas and operational expense 
reports that resident care costs at Catherine’s Cottage 
are dramatically lower and can be a low-cost solution 
to traditional nursing homes, while offering a high 
quality-of-life for its residents.

On April 30, 2007 we presented the same material at 
the Michigan Nursing Home Association Conference.  
By participating in these forums we were able to do 
our part to insure person-centered care remains a focal 
point when meeting the needs of our seniors.

-	 Sister	Jolise	May,	PHJC	and	Dodd	Kattman,	AIA

Catherine’s	Cottage
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Ancilla College

Through Word Gathering we 
attempt to keep the reader 
aware of the PHJC mission 
by providing factual and 
timely information, sharing 
experiences and happenings, 
creating awareness and 
participation, challenging others 
to take action on issues and 
communicating the image of the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.

Design and Layout:
Ema Loucks
Communications Director: 
Julie Dowd
Proofreaders:
Sister Linda Volk, PHJC
Sister Kathleen Morrissey, PHJC
Copy Editor:
Sister Margaret Hanon, PHJC
Editorial  Board:
Sister Virginia Kampwerth, Sister 
Kathy Haas, Sister Marlene Ann 
Lama, Sister Mary Josef Shingler, 
Gayle Fiwek, Ruth VanVactor,  
Sister Sue Rogers, RSCJ, Sister 
Margaret Hanon, Julie Dowd, 
Greg Gill, Jr., Ruth Hatfield

Word Gathering is published 
quarterly by the American 
Province of the Poor Handmaids 
of Jesus Christ of Donaldson, 
Indiana for Sisters of the 
Province, Associates, members 
of the Fiat Spiritus Community 
and friends.  Contents of Word 
Gathering are not official, nor do 
they necessarily reflect the views 
of PHJC Provincial Leadership.

Contact Information:
Word Gathering 
P.O. Box 1
Donaldson, IN  46513 
Email:
julied@poorhandmaids.org
Website:
www.poorhandmaids.org

Ancilla College Community 
Visits Sojourner Truth House
In response to their 
mission’s call to 
serve, several Ancilla 
faculty and staff 
members, along with 
one student, visited 
the Sojourner Truth 
House in Gary on 
March 26, delivering 
donated items and 
volunteering their 
services for the 
day.  The group 
– which included 10 adults and two 
children – helped move supplies 
and shelves from one building to 
another while others marked the 
sizes on blankets, spreads, and sets 
of sheets.  Volunteers were also 
provided lunch and were taken on a 
tour of the facility.

The volunteer effort was a product 
of Ancilla College president 
Dr. Ron May’s promise to the 
Sojourner Truth House that the 
college would continue to foster a 
relationship with them and would 
increase service efforts in the future.  
Sojourner Truth House was founded 
by members of the Poor Handmaids 
of Jesus Christ, the same order who 
founded Ancilla College.

“This was a way to get that 
started,” said Sister Carleen 
Wrasman, PHJC and Director of 
the Education Department and 
Mission Integration at Ancilla.  
“This gave us an opportunity to 
deliver the last collection of items 
and see what Sojourner Truth 
House was like by actually being 
there. The realization that some 

people have nothing carries a big 
impact.  When they have a chance 
to get set up in an apartment, they 
need everything because they don’t 
have anything.”

According to April Woodward, 
who works in the College’s 
Advising Center and was one of the 
volunteers, the efforts by Ancilla 
College to help those at Sojourner 
Truth House will not end here. 
“We’re in the process of trying to 
get donations at graduation and 
have students bring in needed items 
before exams,” she said.  “Going 
there shows us the need for more 
than just the one day of donations.  
The needs are so great that we 
need to establish something more 
permanent.”

-	James	Drzewiecki,	Men’s	Sports	
Information	Director

www.ancilla.edu

Volunteers	who	served	at	Sojourner	Truth	House

http://www.poorhandmaids.org/
http://www.ancilla.edu
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International

I left Mexico en route for Kenya.  More than 
33 hours later I arrived in Nairobi, the 
capital.  Sisters Germaine Hustedde 
and Lena Kalavanal and their driver, 
Kenneth, were there to meet 
me.  It took another five hours 
before we reached Mitunguu.  
The scenery on the way was 
beautiful, mountainous with 
areas of fields planted with 
pineapples, rice, tea and in the 
Mitunguu area, banana trees.  
For most of the way the road 
was paved accept for the last 
10 miles, which was dirt.  The 
first impression coming into 
Mitunguu is the brownish-red 
dirt and lots of dust. 

My home base was St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish.  This is a big complex 
consisting of the present church, a new 
and bigger church under construction, a 
dispensary, the priest house, the parish school 
with buildings for boarding students, and the Sisters’ 
house.  The parish, the school and the Sisters each had 
an area called a shamba where they planted banana, 
papaya, avocado, mango, custard apple, lemon and 
orange trees.  They also planted onions, beans, sweet 
potatoes, cowpeas, pumpkins, eggplant, carrots, corn, 
and tomatoes just to mention a few vegetables.

Electricity is available in some parts of the town but 
has not arrived at the parish.  When the Sisters’ house 
was constructed, they installed solar electricity.  Sister 
Lena is very faithful about turning the solar panels 
toward the east in the morning and switching them to 
the west in the afternoon.  There is enough electricity 
for light at night and a small refrigerator.  The stove 
has three burners for gas and one for electricity and 
the oven uses electricity.  The solar electricity is not 
enough to run these functions.  Sister Germaine has 
a camping oven, which she heats with charcoal. She 

bakes wonderful bread every week. 
One thing that fascinated me was 
the clothes iron that was also 
heated with charcoal. Sister Lena 
said it took some getting used 
to so as not to burn clothes with 
little sparks, so she ironed my 
blouses all the time.  I didn’t 
object to this service!

The Sisters are responsible for 
the school complex.  There are 
272 children from preschool 

to eighth grade.  There are 40 
boys and 48 girls in grades five 

to eight who are boarders.  The 
kids are so cute.  The little ones do 

not speak English but they just talked 
to me anyway and jumped around.  

They liked to compare skin color and touch 
my hair. The national languages of Kenya are 

Kiswahili and English.  So by third grade the children 
are bilingual.  There were 13 teachers of which only 
four are women.

Sister Germaine is planning to start a soup kitchen for 
street children.  She estimates that there are close to 
300 children.  Many of the children are orphans from 
parents who died of AIDS.  As you know, AIDS and 
HIV are a serious problem in Africa. 

I spent one weekend with Sister Esther Dolezal at 
Materi Girls Centre. What an interesting place.  There 
are 700 girl students.  All the teachers and employees 
also live on the complex.  Altogether there are about 
1000 people.  As a nurse, Sister Esther provides medical 
services to remote areas.  She also provides vegetables 
to five very poor families.  The older children from 
these families come every day to pick up the vegetables. 

To Kenya and Back
In	February	2007,	Sister	Marilyn	Haselhorst	left	Mexico	to	visit	the	PHJC	Sisters	in	Kenya,	Africa.		Here	she	
recounts	her	experience	of	her	month-long	trip	to	Kenya.

Sister	Marilyn	Haselhorst	is	
greeted	by	children
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Our Values
In Action

I also visited the two formation houses in Meru.  
Every Monday Sister Germaine and I took public 
transportation to the formation houses where she 
teaches.  The public transportation was a big van 
called matatu with the capacity for 14 passengers, 
but usually about 19 of us were crowded in.  I spent 
several days at the formation houses.  In one house 
there are three aspirants and five postulants, in the 
other, seven novices.  It is encouraging to see so many 
young women in formation after the Sisters have been 
in Kenya so few years.  Three Poor Handmaids from 
India are responsible for formation. 

I did not go on Safari but just spent time living with 
our Sisters and experiencing their life and the culture 
in which they serve.  Seeing so many in formation, it 
is obvious that the internationality of our congregation 
is expanding.  I was so grateful to have had this 
opportunity, to experience another country and culture 
of the congregation.  My trip back to Mexico took 
about 40 hours; I was tired but filled with many 
wonderful memories. 

-	Sister	Marilyn	Haselhorst,	PHJC

Sister	Marilyn	Haselhorst	standing	on	the	
equator	line	in	Kenya

Spending	time	with	young	women	was	one	of	
the	trip’s	highlights

In	future	issues	of	Word	Gathering,	as	well	as	newsletters	and	annual	
reports	from	all	PHJC	Ministries,	the	logo	of	the	PHJC	Shared	Values	
will	alert	you	to	a	story	that	captures	the	simple	ways	that	the	shared	
values	of	Community,	Openness	to	the	Spirit,	Simplicity	and	Dignity	
and	Respect	for	all,	are	lived	out	by	those	who	Partner	in	the	Work	
of	the	Spirit.		Each	article	will	reflect	how	someone	is	living	one	or	
more	of	the	PHJC	Shared	Values.		The	following	is	an	example	that	
appeared	in	the	HealthVisions	Midwest	March	2007	newsletter.

On a rainy morning in late August, 2006, five employees from Omni Source participated in the “Day 
of Caring.”  When Mrs. Salonie Hill opened her doors, the cleanup began.  As I walked in the door the 
ladies were doing the vacuuming, dusting and telling Mrs. Hill how beautiful her home was.  Mrs. Hill 
just smiled saying, “I just thank the Lord for you coming out on this rainy day to help with the cleaning 
and the doing of windows which I am no longer able to do.” Faith in Action Fort Wayne sponsored 
by HealthVisions of Fort Wayne partnered with the United Way “Day of Caring” and Omni Source 
provided the service for the day to Mrs. Hill. 
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Keeping Busy in Brazil
Sister Mary Ann Dettmer from the United States 
and Sister Joyce Kandamplackel from India live in 
the PHJC formation/novitiate house in São João Da 
Fronteira Piauí, Brazil.  Also living with them are 
Sister Maria dos Navegantes and Sister Maria do 
Carmo, two Brazilian novices.  Besides their studies, 
these two new novices minister to the local people.

As a postulant Sister Maria dos Navegantes worked 
with several mentally challenged children.  She 
traveled to their homes to teach and to help the 
mothers of the children. She prepared two of the 
young men for first Communion.

Also as a postulant, Sister Maria do Carmo ministered 
at Casa Maria Catarina, a boarding house for 
adolescent girls who are from the interior area of the 
parish and attend school in town.  She helped the girls 
with their homework and was involved in tutoring 
them.  The girls likewise learn sewing and religion 
and are given opportunities to develop themselves as 
a whole person.  Sister Christel (Adelgard Zimmer) 
from Germany and Sister Lucilene Da Silva Lima 
from Brazil live at Casa Maria Catarina along with 15 
young women who are studying in the primary and 
secondary schools as well as four candidates who are 
interested in exploring a call to religious life.

Sister Maria dos Navegantes and Sister Maria do 
Carmo also minister at Sol Nascente (The Rising 
Sun).  This is a program which offers lectures or 
talks to adolescent girls on such topics as improving 
self-dignity and self-image and offers opportunities 
to socialize and do craft activities.  This year the 
candidates continue working with the young girls.

The two novices continue their outreach to the elderly 
and sick in the parish with weekly visits to their 
homes.  They teach catechism to children who are 
preparing for their first Communion and are active in 
the liturgical preparations and Masses of the parish.

Sister Lucilene is the PHJC vocation director in Brazil.  
She helps men and women determine their vocation 
in life and she works with young women exploring 
religious life.  As a member of the diocesan team for 
vocations, Sister Lucilene coordinates gatherings for 
those interested in discovering God’s call in their 
lives.  In the parish in São João she has also continued 
with vocation groups both in the city and in several of 
the interior areas.  At the August 2006 gathering, over 
90 girls and boys attended.  Through regular “Come 
and See” programs, she keeps in contact with young 
women and candidates interested in religious life for 
the PHJC congregation.  At present there are four 
young women living with the Sisters as candidates.  
They experience, a bit more closely, religious life and 
explore their call to it.

Though they are busy with work and studies, the 
PHJC community in Brazil takes time for fun.  Sister 
Lucilene renewed her vows on February 1, 2007 and 
Sister Maria dos Navegantes and Sister Maria do 
Carmo became novices on the same day.  Celebrations 
were held in honor of these events with special 
guest, Sister Gonazalo Vakasseril visiting from the 
Generalate in Germany.

Brazil is an international mission of the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ started in 1993 by the 
Generalate.

-	 Julie	Dowd,	Communications	Director

Sisters	Maria	dos	Navegantes	and	Maria	do	Carmo	
with Toffi
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You have the option of using your VISA or MasterCard to make your donations.  
For some of our donors, this is a more convenient way to give.  By using a 
credit card, you can eliminate the need for check-writing each donation.  To 
assure accuracy, you will receive a receipt from the credit card company and a 
receipt from the Development Office.  Thank you for your support.

Making a 
Donation 
is Easy!

Mexico Missions

As young religious in Mexico, we feel very proud that 
others show concern for us, preparing workshops to 
enable us to grow and be good religious.  We had the 
privilege last year of participating in the Encounter, 
called “Youth of the Third Millenium,” which we 
enjoyed.  We were very enthusiastic when we found 
out about the Encounter for this year, because we look 
forward to meeting those with whom we shared last 
year, and the opportunity to meet many others.

The theme of last year’s Encounter was “Integration 
of our Identity and Affectivity.”  This continues to be 
a challenge, since though many youth learn about this 
in school or through other persons, we could perceive 
that presently this topic continues to be taboo, even 
in some religious communities that are not very open.  
This is not something simple, but rather something 
complicated, and the integration of the multiple 
components of this is a task that never ends.

During the Encounter, they addressed the fundamental 
experience: the uncertainty of living in the moment.  In 
the face of this reality, the tendency for communities 
in the past was to treat the problems with the didactic 
of starting from the certainties learned.  The reality we 
experience is that profound changes, which we cannot 
control, are happening; many times we do not like the 
changes, because we have not chosen them. Part of our 
task is to learn from the uncertainties: systematize our 
experiences, our history, all that we are; go back to our 
experiences, not suppress them, in order to evaluate 
what we have learned.

We had the opportunity to ask questions and to share 
our experiences with the group.  As religious, we 
shared our integration of sexuality and affectivity, 
a necessary and important task for all of us.  We 
became more aware that without this integration, it 
is impossible to maintain the dignity of our sexuality, 
which is something positive, not negative.  This was 

Sisters	Amalia	Conde	Domínguez		and	Silveria	
Rodríguez	Feliz

a new discovery for some,  that the goal is not to 
suppress or deny our sexuality, but to live it positively.

As Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ we have learned to 
grow and become persons who are integrated and free 
to live our own sexuality and respect that of the other 
person; this does not mean we do whatever we please, 
which would make us slaves of our sexual instincts, 
but rather we choose freely to live the values that we 
hope to carry out in order to continue maturing.

We are grateful to the Poor Handmaids and to the 
Conference of Religious for being concerned about 
our human growth and development, for giving us the 
opportunity to discover our integrated growth. Thank 
you for continuing to take us into account for the next 
workshops.

Affectionately,

Sister Amalia and Sister Silveria

Letter from Our Mexico Sisters
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Poor Handmaid Jubilarians 
Reflect on Years of Service

—70 Years—

Sister Aline Clesen

For me, life as a member of the 
Poor Handmaid Congregation 
has brought a variety of happy 
memories mixed with challenging 
experiences.  After attending 
eight years in an elementary 
school taught by the Poor 
Handmaids, I waited several 

more years to make my choice of religious life to 
enter our Congregation.  As a member of that group, I 
learned about the life of our Foundress Blessed Mary 
Catherine Kasper.  Her simple way of serving the Lord 
attracted me to the Poor Handmaids and to a decision 
that I have never regretted.

For many years I taught in elementary schools, then I 
worked in the office at Ancilla College and presently I 
am in retirement at the Catherine Kasper Home.

My hopes and prayers for our Community are that 
we will adapt to the changes required for living in the 
present times, guided by the Holy Spirit, retaining 
the charism of Blessed Catherine Kasper, as we move 
forward, serving rising needs that lie ahead.

Sister Bernice Buescher

I am grateful to God for the 
grace to have lived 70 years 
as a professed member of the 
Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ 
Community.  The first 30 years I 
taught in the elementary grades.  
After that I ministered in various 
ways as an office clerk keeping 

financial records and trying to help wherever I could.  
It has been a blessed experience.  God is good and I 
say Thank You!

My greatest enjoyment of this jubilee year is the same 
as I experience everyday.  I like to see everyone happy.  

We are all children of one Heavenly Father who sent 
Jesus to be our Savior.  Let us live in this awareness 
and all will be well until we are called home one by 
one to enjoy God forever.

—60 Years—

Sister Alice Kunkel

We are influenced by the lives of 
others.  My grandparents, parents, 
brothers, sisters and teachers – the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
– had a great influence on my life.  
I am grateful to the Community 
for all the joys, happiness, and 
opportunities I received during 

my life as a Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ.

For the first twenty years as a Poor Handmaid, I 
taught school mostly in the primary grades.  I enjoyed 
working with the children.  After years of teaching, 
I came to the Motherhouse to work in the Business 
Office with Sister Symphoria and Sister Hermanda.  
Besides loving the work and being here, the beautiful 
chapel was nearby and I found time for visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament.  At the present time I am enjoying 
life as a retired Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ, 
praying and doing what I can to help others.

My hopes for the future are that I may be blessed with 
continued good health and may serve the community 
by my prayers and by the opportunity to do odd jobs 
in my service for others.  I hope and pray that the 
community of Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ will 
increase in members in the future, and that God will 
continue to bless our work and all the people with 
whom we come in contact.  It is because of the Sisters’ 
dedication and love for their work that many of us are 
Poor Handmaids today.

Special Feature
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Sister Loretta Volk

I attended Holy Cross School 
where the PHJCs taught.  I 
remember having a retreat given 
by a missionary that impressed 
me, which influenced my 
vocation to become a religious.  
I was in the seventh grade.  My 
teachers impressed me by their 

happiness, good example and prayerfulness and I 
had a desire to become like them.

I taught for 44 years in schools in Indiana and 
Illinois, enjoying my pupils and hopefully giving 
them a good foundation.  Everyday I remember 
them in my prayers.  After my teaching years, I was 
asked to be the receptionist at St. Mary’s Medical 
Center in Gary.  I continued this ministry at St. 
Catherine’s Hospital in East Chicago, Indiana for 11 
years.  In 2002, I moved to Catherine Kasper Home.

I thank God for calling me to the PHJCs and love 
all the Sisters.  I have found love, happiness and 
friendship in the community.  I continue to pray for 
more vocations.

Sister Mary Jane Sloderbeck

On entering the main entrance 
of the Motherhouse of the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ for 
the first time, my view was the 
amazing Annunciation scene 
above the main altar.  Like Mary, 
I was to be a Poor Handmaid of 
Jesus Christ.

All through my grade school days and two years 
of commercial High School, I was taught by Poor 
Handmaids.  They filled me with the desire to serve 
God as a teacher.  With gratitude, joy and love, I 
responded to teaching elementary grades at various 
times for eleven years.  I was then asked to teach high 
school science and math.  Because Bishop Dwenger 
High School in Fort Wayne, Indiana was being 
accredited, and I worked in the library part-time, it 
fell to me to attain a library degree and license.

After helping find a good replacement in the library, 
I suggested to our provincial some jobs I could fulfill 
at the Motherhouse.  The Provincial informed me of 
the need for a sacristan.  For seven years I walked 
closely and joyfully in God’s presence in our beautiful 
chapel.  I then volunteered to be the librarian for Avita 
Library, our convent library in the Motherhouse.  At 
this stage of my life, the position is ideal.  God is a 
most caring God.

My greatest enjoyment in my Jubilee Year is 
gratitude for renewal and growth of our Community 
in God’s love, and hope that we may continue 
to realize that our Associates may also be God’s 
instruments in offering others Mother Mary Catherine 
Kasper’s encouragement of “with attentive ear and 
courageous heart.”

Sister Stephen Brueggeman

I remember when I was 
considering a religious vocation, 
my greatest problem was that 
I might find it “boring.”  We 
often heard that God is a God of 
surprises, and I can attest to that.  
I have never had a boring moment 
in my life.  Sometimes I wished 
that it might be so.

The job that I never wanted was to be a director of a 
school of nursing, but that is the position I was asked 
to assume almost as soon as I finished novitiate.  I 
ministered two years in what I liked best in nursing 
before that time: delivery room and nursery, in the 
Baby Boom years after World War II.  I was not happy 
when I was asked to be a hospital administrator.  At that 
time, lay hospital administrators were not appreciated 
so a Sister had to be found.  God surprised me with 
challenges I never expected or wished for, but enabled 
me to accomplish them simply because of God’s grace 
that can be expected as a part of religious life.

During this Jubilee Year, I reflect on how God has 
always guided me and graced me, no matter what 
challenges faced me.  I look forward to the rest of my 
years, whether short or long, knowing that will always 
be so.  The Community has changed greatly over the 
years, but I do not worry about its future, since I know 

Special Feature
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all is in the hands of God.  I do pray for other young 
women to be graced with a religious vocation and to 
be happy in God’s service.  

—50 Years—

Sister Barbara Kober/Sister Georgann

Celebrating my 50th anniversary 
as a Poor Handmaid of Jesus 
Christ brings great joy to my 
heart.  As a Junior Sister in 1957, 
I was idealistic.  Jesus and I 
would save all the poor and the 
sick from life’s traumas.  The 
Holy Spirit had blessed me with 

devout parents and Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
who convinced me that I must prepare myself for 
the long haul one day at a time.  At each mission 
in the dioceses’ of Chicago, Springfield, Belleville, 
Indianapolis, Gary and Fort Wayne, God showered me 
with a hundred thousand-fold of blessings.

I spent 15 years teaching elementary school children 
and 25 years as Director of Religious Education.  In 
1988, my Community answered the Holy Spirit’s 
call to reach out to the Third World countries.  I 
volunteered to serve our mission in Coatzacoalcos, 
Vera Cruz, Mexico.  I drove the new truck for our 
comedor (children’s food program).  I also taught 
English to adults and college students.  When I 
returned to Donaldson in 1998, it was necessary for 

me to retire because of ill health.  This forced me to 
truly believe that to be is more splendid than to do.

As I enjoy my retirement in Catherine’s Cottage in 
Donaldson, I peruse my myriad photos of family, 
congregation and my many friends.  I repeat a saying 
of Blessed Catherine Kasper, “It is a privilege to be a 
Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ.”

Sister Jolise May

It hardly seems possible that I 
have been a vowed member of 
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ for 50 years.  The Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
and the Franciscan Friars at St. 
Augustine Parish in Chicago, 
Illinois, were instrumental 

in awakening me to a life of service.  My family 
supported my decision to search out the authenticity of 
the call to live the religious life.  They continue to be 
loving and supportive as the years go by.

The children and the young adults whom I taught over 
the years in various missions at St. Henry’s, Chicago, 
St. John’s in Quincy, Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 
Hessville, Villa Maria, in Donaldson, and St. Augustine 
in Chicago, offered me innumerable opportunities to 
enter into their lives; to learn from them.

Twists and turns in my life brought me challenges 
and opportunities that come with leadership positions 
within the community.  I have always been proud 
to be a Poor Handmaid of Jesus Christ.  The gift of 
being a member of an international congregation 
has a tremendous impact on how I look at religious 
life today.  My sisters in Germany, the Netherlands, 
England, Kenya, Mexico, India, Nigeria and Brazil 
give me great hope in the future of our congregation.  
Blessed Mary Catherine Kasper, a simple woman of 
great faith, lives on in her daughters.  I pray that the 
years remaining in my life are brimming full with the 
peace and joy that comes with being “handmaid” to 
those who come into my life.

-	 Compiled by Ruth Hatfield, PHJC Communications 
Assistant

Special Feature /This and That

This&That
Sister Yolanda Bautista Salinas has been appointed 
to the position of Director of Novices, effective 
July 1, 2007.  As part of her preparation as Novice 
Director, Sister Yolanda went to Mexico City to 
participate in a formation personnel preparation 
program.  The program began on February 1 and 
continues through July 20, 2007.  Sister Marilyn 
Haselhorst, whose term as Director of Novices 
is completed as of June 30, 2007, has been 
working with Sister Yolanda on other facets of her 
preparation in this time of transition.
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63rd  Annual

Sunday, September 9, 2007
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

PHJC Ministry Center – Donaldson, IN
(7 miles west of Plymouth and 2 miles south of U.S. 30)

Homemade Foods • Craft Booths
Children’s Games • Bingo

a BIG RAFFLE for:
Handmade Quilts • Afghans • Prizes Galore!

Mark your calendars now!

Booth spaces available.
For more information, please call (574) 936–9936

Sisters Temporarily Move to Villa Maria
How easy would it be for you to decide what to take 
if you were temporarily displaced from your home for 
three months?  Could you make do without “that” for 
three months?  Is it really necessary to move “that” for 
just three months?  Those were the type of questions 
11 Sisters of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ were 
asking themselves prior to April 26, 2007.

Sister	Jeanne,	Sister	Agnes,	Sister	Lucille	and		
Sister	Agatha

The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ have made a 
huge stride toward doing what it takes to reduce 
the use of fossil fuels.  The entire Motherhouse in 
Donaldson has embarked upon a project to convert 
from steam to geothermal heating and cooling using 
the lake temperature.  This project has currently 
displaced all the Sisters living on the third and fourth 
floor of the Motherhouse.

Bright and early on the morning of April 26, eleven 
of those Sisters moved to the ground floor of the Villa 
Maria where it is estimated they will live for three 
months.  The Villa Maria houses any overnight guests 
of the Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center.

The Sisters prepared for the move by going through 
closets, drawers, boxes, and filing cabinets.  One of the 
Sisters commented, “It was a good time to get rid of 
some stuff.”  Another, “I didn’t know I had so much!”

After the move, I spoke with several of the Sisters 
asking about their new “home.”  Sister Jeanne Koehler 
commented it is “a continued adventure, but it has 
to be done and we are trying to stay positive.”  She 

and Sister Agatha Niebrugge agreed there were many 
people who did everything they could to ease the 
move which was a tremendous help.  Sister Agatha 
went on to say that “Lindenwood has treated us like 
royalty, and everything is kept so neat and clean.”  
With her usual humor, Sister Agnes Muhlenfeld 
indicated she “made one trip and had it all, but I had 
forgotten which room I was going to!”  Sister Lucille 
Ardelean and Sister Alice Kunkel agreed it is taking 
a little time to get adjusted, but it is going very well.  
Sister Johnel Kunkel acknowledged they “didn’t 
know what to anticipate, but it was exciting and it is 
a beautiful, lovely place.”  From the stories and the 
laughter, it would appear all are adjusting and making 
the most of the situation – maybe they won’t want to 
leave the Villa after their three month stay!

It has been a transition time for all, but the reward is 
knowing that Mother Earth is smiling and saying a big 
“thank you” for wisely using her resources.

-	 Ruth	VanVactor,	Program	and	Marketing	Coordinator	for	
Lindenwood	Retreat	and	Conference	Center

Community
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St. Joseph Community 
Health Foundation
Last year, the St. Joseph Community Health 
Foundation in Fort Wayne, Indiana helped support just 
under 80 different Allen County programs aimed at 
helping the most vulnerable and poor access quality 
health care.  According to the Foundation’s Executive 
Director, Meg Distler, “We help about 60 programs 
annually by investing in them through grants.  With 
the other 20 programs, we become much more 
involved lending technical expertise and even directly 
providing the programming when no other non-profit 
agency is positioned to provide those services.  Our 
goal is to listen to the poor, and respond courageously 
as taught by Blessed Mary Catherine Kasper.”

One of the most successful efforts has been in 
addressing the local Childhood Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Program.  Initially, the Foundation 
funded HealthVisions Fort Wayne to document the 
local problem.  However, in 2003 the Fort Wayne-
Allen County Health Department and the St. Joseph 
Community Health Foundation (SJCHF) formed a 
public-private partnership, the local Childhood Lead 
Poisoning Prevention Program (CLPP) at the request 
of the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) and 
the Indiana State Department of Health to administer 
local programming.  The Foundation Trustees agreed 
to support this initiative because lead poisoning is 
the number one preventable environmental health 
threat to children.  Even low levels of exposure to 
lead can cause irreversible damage to the central 
nervous system including decreased IQ and attention 
deficit disorders as well as other learning, physical, 
and behavior problems.  The most severe cases can 
result in seizures and even death.  Allen County’s 
2000 census data shows that there are as many as 
7,000 children that fall into the high risk category for 
lead poisoning due to factors such as income, race, 
government assistance, and age of housing stock.  

Some of the programming provided by the CLPP 
partnership have included the following:
• administering nearly $400,000 in grants from the 

CDC (Centers for Disease Control) to provide 
community-wide education, 

• providing multiple grants for case management to 
the families of over 300 severely lead poisoned, 
low income children, 

• soliciting other local funders to help provide a 
local phlebotomist and lead screening program 
reaching over 2,000 high risk, low income children 
in poorer neighborhoods annually,

• helping the city to apply for and administer a 
$1.8M three-year grant to clean up lead poisoned 
homes of local children.

Distler says the most important result is in helping 
the individual as we are doing through our Lead Case 
Management Program.  A recent review of the cases 
revealed the following stories:

An 18 month-old girl was screened for lead poisoning 
due to the results of an older sibling’s tests.  When it 
was confirmed that she had an even higher blood lead 
level than her sister – the case manager stepped in, 
performing both a developmental assessment on the 
child and an assessment of the overall family needs.  
Due to the results, the child was referred to a local 

St.	Joseph	Community	Health	Foundation

PHJC Ministry
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Head Start Program for the girl so that she could 
continue the services she needed.  This child’s IQ has 
improved from an 86 to a 101 over the last 13 months.

Unfortunately, lead poisoning will likely not be totally 
eliminated in the next few years nor will poverty 
diminish despite our efforts, but the Holy Spirit 
seems to be successfully guiding the Foundation and 
its Partners in successfully reaching out and helping 
many of the vulnerable in Fort Wayne continuing the 
mission of the Poor Handmaids from when they first 
arrived in the community in 1868. 

-	 Meg	Distler,	Executive	Director	of	St.	Joseph	Community	
Health	Foundation

special education program which provided speech 
therapy as well as academic enrichment. The family 
was also directed to local resources to help meet their 
immediate need for food and transportation for the 
child’s schooling.  Now three years later the 54 month-
old girl has progressed from being almost non-verbal 
and scoring a 57 on an IQ test to a recent score of 85 
with enough progress in speech therapy for her to be 
mainstreamed into regular classes this coming fall.

Another family, that of a 44 month-old girl 
diagnosed with an elevated lead level and numerous 
developmental delays, was going to be forced to stop 
sending her to a special pre-school enrichment program 
due to lack of funding.  The case manager stepped in 
and helped the family secure a placement in a local 

Servant Leadership:   
The PHJC Associate Core Team
In the Gospels we can find scriptural passages in 
which Jesus encourages his followers to lead by being 
servants to others.  His example of servant leadership 
is the best model to be found. 

Some examples of what Jesus tells us about serving:

“I am among you as one who serves.”

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and 
servant of all.”

“The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve.”

Robert Greenleaf, author of Servant	Leadership:	A	
Journey	into	the	Nature	of	Legitimate	Power	and	
Greatness states that:

The	servant	leader	is	servant	first…It	begins	with	
the	natural	feeling	that	one	wants	to	serve,	to	
serve	first.		Then	conscious	choice	brings	one	to	
aspire	to	lead.

[The	servant	leader	makes]	sure	that	other	
people’s	highest	priority	needs	are	being	served.		
The	best	test,	and	difficult	to	administer,	is:	Do	
those	served	grow	as	persons?	Do	they,	while	
being	served,	become	healthier,	wiser,	freer,	more	

autonomous,	more	likely	themselves	to	become	
servants?		And,	what	is	the	effect	on	the	least	
privileged	in	society;	will	they	benefit,	or,	at	least,	
not	be	further	deprived?

Author of The	Servant	Leader, James A. Autry states:

Leadership	is…about	caring	for	people	and	being	
a	useful	resource	for	people…being	present	for	
people	and	building	a	community	at	work…letting	
go	of	ego,	bringing	your	spirit	to	work,	being	your	
best	and	most	authentic	self…creating	a	place	in	
which	people	can	do	good	work,	can	find	meaning	
in	their	work,	and	can	bring	their	spirits	to	work…
paying	attention.	Leadership	requires	love. 

Carl Koch, director of the Master	of	Arts	in	Servant	
Leadership	Program at Viterbo University, provides a 
list of ten characteristics of a servant leader:

Listening,	empathy,	healing,	awareness,	
persuasion,	conceptualization,	foresight,	
stewardship,	commitment	to	the	growth	of	people,	
and	building	community.

What does this information about servant leadership 
have to do with the Associates?

Associates
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The PHJC Associates, being geographically grouped 
into seven regions, have a representative from each 
region who serves as a Core Team member.  The Core 
Team member not only represents his/her region, but 
is part of the leadership team for the entire body of 
Associates.  Servant leadership is the leadership style 
that is used by the Core Team.  

The Core Team group 
comes together three 

times per year to 
discuss the growth 
and development 
of the Associate/
Sister relationship.  
The group begins 

each gathering with 
prayer and faith sharing 

which each person takes 
turns in preparing.  Their call 

to envision, plan, and support each other is their 
primary responsibility as Core Team members.  Core 
Team members dream great dreams, think beyond 
the day-to-day reality, and stretch their thinking to 
encompass broader-based concepts.  The Core Team 
as servant leaders also strive to understand the lessons 
of the past, the realities of the present, and the likely 
consequence of decisions for the future. 

Within the region that they represent, they will lead 
discussions pertaining to the topics discussed at 
the Core Team gatherings.  They encourage others 
to deeper growth and understanding of the special 
relationship shared between Associates and Sisters.  
They share information about upcoming events where 
personal and spiritual growth is provided. 

They also strive to build community.  Bringing the 
region’s Sisters and Associates together throughout 
the year offers opportunities for greater understanding 
among the members, greater sharing of faith, and 
for fostering relationships based on trust, faith and 
honesty. 

Listening is a very important component for 
servant leaders.  The leaders of the PHJC Associate 
Community have made a commitment to listen 
intently to others.  In the group, the leader seeks to 
identify the will of the group and help to clarify that 

will, listening receptively to what is being said and 
unsaid.  When leading the group to decision-making, 
the servant leader seeks to persuade others, rather than 
coerce compliance.  Building consensus within the 
group is a skill for the servant leader.

A servant leader strives to understand and empathize 
with others.  People need to be accepted and 
recognized for their special and unique spirits.  The 
Core Team recognizes the value of dignity and respect 
for all people, and, as regional leaders, they model that 
value in their actions and words. 

There are situations in which a relationship needs 
healing.  The Associate leaders are able to help a 
group to support one another in life’s disappointments 
and to help each person know that they are an 
important part of the whole. 

To understand issues involving ethics, power, and 
values, a leader needs to be aware.  It is important to 
have a general awareness, but equally important to 
have a self-awareness. Awareness enables a servant 
leader to have greater understanding, and to lead 
others to greater understanding. 

Returning to the master model of servant leadership, 
reflect on this story from John 13:

And	during	supper	Jesus	got	up	from	the	table,	
took	off	his	outer	robe,	and	tied	a	towel	around	
himself.		Then	he	poured	water	into	a	basin	and	
began	to	wash	the	disciples’	feet	and	to	wipe	them	
with	the	towel	that	was	tied	around	him…After	he	
had	washed	their	feet,	had	put	on	his	robe,	and	
had	returned	to	the	table,	he	said	to	them,	“Do	
you	know	what	I	have	done	to	you?	You	call	me	
Teacher	and	Master—and	you	are	right,	for	that	
is	what	I	am.		So	if	I,	your	Master	and	Teacher,	
have	washed	your	feet,	you	also	ought	to	wash	one	
another’s	feet.		For	I	have	set	you	an	example	that	
you	also	should	do	as	I	have	done	to	you.”	

Suggested song for further reflection: The	Servant	
Song by Richard Gillard.

-	 Gayle	Fiwek,	Director	of	PHJC	Associate/Sister	
Partnership

Associates
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In Memory of Sister Mary Erwin Huelskamp, PHJC
Sister Mary Erwin Huelskamp, PHJC passed away on May 21, 2007 at the Catherine 
Kasper Home, Donaldson, Indiana.  She was born Frieda Huelskamp to Herman and 
Catherine Huelskamp on September 10, 1914 in Breese, Illinois.  She entered the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ community and professed her first vows on June 25, 1933.

Sister Mary Erwin ministered in education for 56 years. In Indiana, she taught at 
St. Joseph and St. Monica, Mishawaka; St. Mary, East Chicago; and Ancilla High 
School and College, Donaldson.  In Illinois she taught at St. Henry, Angel Guardian 
Orphanage and St. Augustine, Chicago; and St. Boniface, Germantown.  She is 
survived by her sisters, Sister Lorine and David Huelskamp and her niece, Sister Julia 

Huelskamp.  She retired to the Catherine Kasper Home in 1997.  Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, PO Box 1, Donaldson, IN 46513.  May she rest in peace.

In Memory of Our Associates
Barbara Rogers, East One Associate, passed away on April 22, 2007. She was 73 
years old. She had been struggling with illness and was in the care of Hospice in her 
home.  She was surrounded by her loving family at home at the time of her death.

Barbara is survived by her husband of 52 years, Richard.  They have two sons, Greg 
and Joe, and two daughters, Beth and Janet.  Barbara is also survived by eleven 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.  Barbara was a member of Queen of 
Angels parish.  Her Mass of Christian Burial was held in the church on April 26.

Barbara made her first commitment as an Associate of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ on May 19, 2001 in the hospital chapel of St. Joseph Hospital, Fort Wayne.  She was recognized in 2006 
for her fifth anniversary as an Associate. 	May Barbara rest in peace.

Shirley Tarnowski, West Associate, passed away on May 1, 2007.  Shirley was 74 
years old and lived in Hammond.  Shirley had been seriously ill for some time and was 
under the care of Hospice.  

Shirley is survived by a sister and a sister-in-law; six nephews and three nieces; and 
several great-nieces and great-nephews.  Shirley had been a member of St. Catherine of 
Siena Church for 50 years where she also served eight years as secretary for the church.  

Shirley’s first commitment as a PHJC Associate was on April 13, 1992.  She is being 
recognized posthumously this summer for fifteen years as an Associate.  May Shirley rest in peace.

Olive Szostek, East Three Associate, passed away on May 21, 2007 in Hospice care in Munster, Indiana.  She 
was 88 years old.  Olive had been an Associate since 1984 and was recognized for her 20th anniversary in 
2004.  Olive served as a volunteer in pastoral ministry at St. Mary Medical Center in Hobart for seventeen 
years, ending in 1973.  She was an assistant to Sister Bertram Boeving for those years. Olive was a Eucharistic 
minister at the medical center.  May Olive rest in peace.

In Memory
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Fiat Spiritus Welcomes Two New Members

www.poorhandmaids.org

Fiat Spiritus Community

On the afternoon of Sunday May 5, the Fiat Spiritus 
Community welcomed two new members into the 
Novitiate/Incorporation Phase.  Rosalie Durante and 
Judith Weaver declared their desire to enter a year of 
incorporation into the Fiat Spiritus Community in a 
simple Rite of Entry ceremony witnessed by members 
of the Spiritual Family of Catherine, friends and 
family.  The ceremony, held in the chapel of Catherine 
Kasper Home, was followed by an open reception 
hosted by PHJC Associates.

Jim	Swarthout,	Rosalie	Durante,	Brother	Bob	
Overland,	Judith	Weaver	and	Claudia	Swarthout	on	
Reception	Day	

Rosalie, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is a psychologist 
and registered art therapist employed by the State of 
Wisconsin at the women’s correctional institution in 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.  She is a member of Our 
Lady of Lourdes Parish in Milwaukee. 

Judy is a departmental lead person in a manufactur-
ing facility in Elkhart, Indiana, and a member of St. 
Vincent de Paul Parish in that community.  Following 
a year of study, prayer and entering fully into the life 
of the community, both women will discern profession 
of vows in the community and engage in ministries in 
their community as they are led by the Holy Spirit. 

Freely responding to the Spirit...  
with attentive ears,  

contented hearts  
and joyful service.

We know you will support both these women with 
your prayers during their year of incorporation and 
hope you will take the opportunity to get to know 
them as they interact with members of their new 
spiritual family.

-	 Brother	Bob	Overland,	F.S.,	Director,	PHJC	Mission	
Integration

http://www.poorhandmaids.org/

